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Abstract:
The thesis seeks to develop an understanding of hub airports based on the thoughts from Aeromobilities.
Based on a theoretical set of lenses consisting of Policies and Materialities, the thesis investigates drivers
behind 4 European hub airports: Helsinki Airport, Zurich Airport, Brussels Airport and Amsterdam Schiphol
Airport. Hereafter, the development of Copenhagen Airport is analyzed, and recommendations are developed
to strengthen the connectivity and the hub function in Copenhagen Airport.
In contrast to conventional quantitative aviation research, this thesis has a qualitative research approach in
order to identify dynamic causalities, discourses and rationalities behind the production of hub airports. The
theory of Mobilities and its subfield Aeromobilities layout the ground for this societal approach to hub airports,
which both depends on local, regional and global relations. The thesis finds, that to understand the
development of hub airports, the airport cannot be understood as a standalone entity, but needs to be
understood as a relational and historic place in the context of society. The production of Aeromobilities takes
place in a nexus of controversies and requires long‐term commitment from involved stakeholders. Due to the
wider societal understanding of hub airports, the thesis argues for a governance approach to bridge different
stakeholders’ interest. As foundation for development of a country’s domestic and global reach, hub airport
must be considered as a strategic instrument; however, it is important to stress that this requires long‐term
commitment and an acknowledge that such development of hub airports is not without associated financial
and institutional cost, as well as externalities.
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